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the citizens of Sacramento are unparalleled
and her friendship is invaluable, and it is a
great honor for me to have the opportunity to
pay tribute to her. I ask all my colleagues to
join with me in celebrating the lifetime of this
extraordinary person.

f

TRIBUTE TO CAMERON
BALLANTYNE

HON. GREG WALDEN
OF OREGON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2001

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a member of my Wash-
ington, DC staff for his tireless efforts on be-
half of the good people of Oregon’s 2nd Con-
gressional District. Cameron Ballantyne will
conclude his internship this week to pursue a
degree at my alma mater, the University of Or-
egon. I wish him well in this endeavor and
know that he will excel in his pursuit of a ca-
reer in the field of journalism.

Cameron comes from a fine Oregon family.
I know and admire his parents, Kent and Mary
Ballantyne of Lake Oswego, Oregon, and
count myself fortunate to call them my friends.
I have not been surprised to find that in Cam-
eron’s case, the apple does not fall far from
the tree.

Following his graduation from high school,
Cameron’s academic pursuits led him to the
Rexburg, Idaho, campus of Brigham Young
University. After an exemplary academic per-
formance there, Cameron embarked on a two-
year mission in the service of his church in
Moscow, Russia, where he became fluent in
the Russian language. His strong sense of
duty and idealism was further demonstrated
when he returned to Oregon to work for the
American Red Cross Blood Service. Cameron
continued his record of civic service in Sep-
tember by moving to the nation’s capital to
serve as an intem in my congressional office.

During his stay in Washington, DC, Cam-
eron experienced much more than the typical
intern. He joined my staff only one week be-
fore the tragic events of September 11th and
from his vantage point in Washington wit-
nessed the best and worst of humanity. Cam-
eron was undeterred by the attacks and con-
tinued to perform every task he was given with
diligence and attention to detail. His efforts
were instrumental in responding to the imme-
diate challenges facing my staff, providing
much needed help during our temporary dis-
placement from the Longworth Building. Cam-
eron’s faithful service gave me full confidence
to trust him with important work in a number
of subject areas, including press relations.

Cameron’s departure will not go unnoticed
in my office, especially among my staff, who
relied upon his assistance on a daily basis. I
know I speak for them all in testifying to the
competence and professionalism Cameron ex-
hibited in carrying out his duties, attributes that
will serve him well in any career he chooses.
I am confident that Cameron will always ap-
proach life with the same enthusiasm he
brought with him to work every day. I am sorry
to see him leave, but wish him the best life
has to offer. Cameron, good luck, Go Ducks,
and thank you for a job well done.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to my good friend George Bath,
a native of my district, who is on his way back
to his hometown of Edwardsville after a long
career here on Capitol Hill. A farewell party
will be held for George on December 18th.

After graduating from Wyoming Valley West
High School and Wilkes College, George
moved to the Washington, D.C., area to begin
his career in the procurement field. While
working here, he earned a Masters in Busi-
ness Administration from Frostburg State Uni-
versity in Maryland. His strong negotiation
skills, coupled with an unyielding commitment
to quality management and teamwork, have
earned him the respect of his colleagues on
both sides of the aisle and the Hill.

George arrived on Capitol Hill in June of
1989, working as a Purchasing Agent for the
Senate Sergeant At Arms Office in the start-
up procurement office. During his tenure, he
helped to mold an office that saved millions of
dollars for the taxpayer while also receiving
the highest quality goods and services.

In August 1996, George transferred to the
House side, where he became a Procurement
Specialist in the Office of Procurement under
the Chief Administrative Officer. George pos-
sessed exceptional knowledge of procurement
practices and principles and worked superbly
well with Member, Leadership and Committee
offices and all other House Officers. No job
was too small or too great for George. Just as
he had done on the Senate side, he focused
on saving taxpayer money, while achieving the
highest quality product for the offices he
served. George’s uncanny knack for resolving
disputes for the offices he served consistently
resulted in win-win outcomes.

In 1998, George became a Senior Procure-
ment Specialist because of his ability to han-
dle high-stress and high-visibility projects on
behalf of a very demanding customer base.
His accomplishments and talents in this posi-
tion include diligence and attention to the
House’s unique needs for improved vendor
performance, using the Internet to post pro-
curements, and opening the realm of competi-
tion to a wider range of vendors. He worked
in conjunction with the Committee on House
Administration in providing House-wide brief-
ings to all House offices, and it would be hard
to find an office that has not heard the name
George Bath. After all, he developed a training
manual and class and then taught House per-
sonnel on how to effectively manage con-
tracts.

In June 2000, George received recognition
for his exemplary contributions to the organi-
zations of both the Chief Administrative Officer
and the Architect of the Capitol by earning the
Distinguished Service Award. George was
honored for his management of the procure-
ment process supporting a first-of-its-kind
project demonstrating the ability of these of-
fices to work together to produce a successful
delivery. As part of this process, George
oversaw the installation of a state-of-the-art
audio-visual system for the International Rela-
tions Committee hearing room. Perhaps his
greatest story involved the delivery of a 10-

feet-square-by-40-feet-long crate for the hear-
ing room through the front door of the Ray-
burn Building as he was suddenly surrounded
by police.

In November 2000, George ultimately be-
came the head of the Office of Procurement
because of his excellent overall performance.
He became a known commodity unto himself
throughout the House, recognized for his abil-
ity, responsiveness and candid, reliable ad-
vice. Bill Dellar, Associate Administrator of
Procurement, has said, ‘‘George Bath has in-
deed served the House with pride, energy,
and creativity. His shoes will be hard to fill!’’
Mr. Speaker, I heartily agree.

But, Mr. Speaker, George’s new life back in
Pennsylvania has been on hold since October
of this year. You see, he was supposed to
start his new job there in October, but he was
called into action after the September 11th ter-
rorist strikes and October 17th anthrax attacks
and has extended his time here to put the
House in a better and more secure position.
His devotion and dedication to the emergency
contract challenges that followed have proven
exemplary. The challenges he encountered
were frequent and varied, but George’s en-
gaging personality and recognized profes-
sionalism met these needs effectively.

Now George’s wife, Diane, and two sons,
Stephen and John Paul, are patiently awaiting
his return to Pennsylvania, and we, here at
the House, need to let him go. His profes-
sionalism and performance bring great credit
upon himself, to the House of Representa-
tives, and, I am sure, to his new employer, the
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Wilkes-Barre.

I will close by repeating the words of the
Chief Administrative Officer, Jay Eagen, about
George: ‘‘If I have a complaint about George
Bath, it’s that he tried to do too much, for too
many people. But of course, that’s not really a
complaint, it’s a compliment.’’ Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased to call George Bath’s public serv-
ice to the attention of the House of Represent-
atives, and I send my best wishes to him and
his family.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a great honor to pay tribute to one of
Miami-Dade County’s unsung heroes, Mr.
Ralph Packingham. Recently, people from all
walks of life came together to thank and pay
homage to this incessant gadfly for the many
years he has devoted to the less fortunate of
our innercity neighborhoods.

As a Korean War veteran, he served honor-
ably in heeding our nation’s call to duty toward
safeguarding our freedom and security. After
his stint with our Armed Forces, he attended
professional schools of beauty culture and hair
styling in New York, expanding his knowledge
and expertise on the subject with the Helene
Curtis Laboratories. Though a North Carolinian
by birth, he came down to Miami to live and
make his mark on our community’s well-being.
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Dubbed simply as the irrepressible Mr. Ralph,
he involved himself in virtually creating the es-
thetic appearance of those who came to his
beauty salon to design a better look of them-
selves and thus achieve a more confident self-
esteem.

Out of his hard work and diligence, coupled
with his business acumen and personal
warmth, his fame as Miami’s hairstylist par ex-
cellence emerged. Under the aegis of his
salon, Hairstyles by Mr. Ralph, he became the
legendary cosmetologist whose advice on the
challenges of beauty culture and intricacies of
hairstyling was sought far and wide.

His tremendous entrepreneurship ultimately
propelled him to his engagement with the well-
being of Miami’s innercity residents. In 1983
he was appointed President of the Allapartah
Merchants Association where he superbly
managed the development and construction of
a private/public business venture toward the
retailing of beauty products and the consolida-
tion of a series of pharmaceutical operations.
While he exercised optimum vigilance over the
business aspects of the Association, he be-
came involved with the overall amelioration of
the residents in the innercity.

Sensitized by the awesome hurdles which
poor families have to contend with in getting
affordable housing and access much-needed
capital, Mr. Ralph Packingham became the
Executive Director of the Word of Life Com-
munity Development Corporation under the
auspices of the Word of Life Missionary Bap-
tist Church. At the most recent gathering, in
Liberty City tendered to acknowledge his
countless contributions to our community, the
Rev. Richard P. Dunn II, his pastor, described
him as ‘‘. . . a man among men (who) has
impacted the lives of thousands of people.’’

His commitment to affordable housing
paved the way for his becoming the driving
force of detached, affordable single family
homes in Liberty City. The first two of these
affordable homes were dedicated last Monday,
December 10, 2001. More poor families from
Miami’s innercity will soon move in and live in
their respective dream homes via the low-cost
affordable housing initiative born out of the vi-
sion and fortitude of this outstanding commu-
nity leader.

Ever since I have known this quintessential
trailblazer who leads by the fortitude of his ex-
emplary sacrifices, Mr. Ralph has always been
at the forefront of ensuring equality of oppor-
tunity in our community. Countless others
have been touched by his unflinching advo-
cacy for those who could least fend for them-
selves. Though currently ailing and confined to
a wheel chair, this 72-year old dynamic per-
sonality goes about his leadership role over
the faith-based Word of Life CDC in reaching
out to poor families, engendering in them gen-
uine hope and optimism.

Buoyed by his sterling Faith in a providential
God, he has been and continues to be our
community’s superlative steward and consum-
mate activist. He is a decent and caring man
who thoroughly understands the
accouterments of power and leadership by ex-
ercising them alongside the mandate of his
conviction and the wisdom of his conscience.
The uniqueness of his modus operandi genu-
inely personifies his credo that ‘‘* * * you
gotta do a lot of praying and a little politicking’’
to ameliorate the lives of others.

Mr. Ralph Packingham epitomizes a refresh-
ing advocate whose unflinching compassion

and resilient spirit appeal to our noblest char-
acter. Indeed, I feel so privileged but deeply
humbled to represent him in the hallowed halls
of Congress.
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Mr. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, each year
Crestwood Elementary School in Swanton,
Ohio spends Veterans’ Day honoring local vet-
erans. It is an insightful and moving day-long
series of events in which both the children and
adults fully participate. The 2001 observance
featured two essays describing ‘‘What Makes
America Great’’ which I would like to enter into
the RECORD. The first is by 6th grader Ste-
phen Johnson and the second by 6th grader
Dennis Parker.

Three things that make America great are:
freedom, the land and its climate, and the
people.

First of all freedom makes America great
because we can choose our government. For
example we can elect candidates for presi-
dent, vice president, mayor, trustee, sec-
retary, and various other offices within our
country’s governmental system. We have the
freedom to go where we want, and how we’re
going to get there. We also have freedom to
buy, and drive what we want. For example,
we can buy airplane tickets, cars, houses,
and many other things. We are even allowed
to choose what we want to do with our lives.
For example we could be a doctor, nurse,
dentist, president, vice president, and many
different jobs within our country.

Secondly America’s land and its climate
make America an abundant and bountiful
country to live in. The land provides us with
minerals, food, water, shelter, wildlife, and
the clothes such as cotton. The climate pro-
vides this country with sunshine, darkness,
warmth, coldness,, and the four seasons. The
climate has caused America to form oceans,
mountains, valleys, plateaus. and hills. The
natural resources give us wood for pencils,
lumber, paper, and fire, oil for cars and other
automobiles, water for drinking, and land for
farming.

Thirdly the people make America great be-
cause history and events are based on people.
The people are faithful, and loyal to their
country. There are many different kinds of
people living in America. The history, and
events are based on people because there was
the Boston Tea Party, World War I, World
War II, and there was the tragedy that hap-
pened just recently. The people are faithful,
and loyal to their country by recycling,
burning waste, not polluting the air, and
many other things to help our environment.
There are many different kinds of people liv-
ing in America because in America you are
free to pick your job, your house, and many
other things that make America a great
place to live in.

Here is the second essay:
If you want to know what makes America

great, then take a look around you. I think
people took America for granted until the
terrorists’ acts on September 11, 2001. In a
heartbeat, innocent lives were destroyed.

Instead of television heroes like Batman
and Superman, they became firefighters, po-

licemen, and just ordinary people like moms
and dads, every day Americans just like you
and me.

Our country’s freedom was taken for
granted by Americans that was won by our
veterans and forefathers. We fought in wars
to end injustices, communism, and nation-
alism. Now, we are trying to stop terrorists,
and our country is united even more.

People show their love and patriotism for
our country by flying flags, giving blood,
money and food to people in need. They don’t
care about how much money we have or our
skin color. They just want to help out. That
is why America is the best country in the
world.

If you want to know what freedom is, then
look around you. We have freedom of speech,
religion, and education. We can go to school,
speak, and pray without being punished. We
aren’t told what job to have, where to live,
and what to do. We have many laws, but they
are not to punish us, they are to protect us.

America is great because we can vote for
whomever we want in a secret ballot. We are
allowed to choose our president, governor, or
mayor without being punished.

So basically, America is cared for and so
are its people. They want to help America
and make it even more united. Our veterans
played a very important part in American
history because they helped us gain freedom.

So remember every time you say the
Pledge of Allegiance, or sing the national an-
them, be proud, and think of our real heroes.
We are united because we are free and we are
free because we are United. God Bless Amer-
ica!
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
rise today to pay tribute to the Dearborn/Dear-
born Heights Chapter of the League of
Women Voters on their 50th Anniversary.

Recognized by the National League of
Women Voters on December 19th, 1951, the
Dearborn/Dearborn Heights Chapter has ful-
filled and continues to fulfill it’s primary goal of
encouraging the informed and active participa-
tion of citizens in government, working to in-
crease understanding of major public issues
and influencing public policy through education
and advocacy.

The Dearborn/Dearborn Heights Chapter
has provided numerous services to the com-
munity since their inception in 1951. In 1952,
they provided election-day childcare in 63 pre-
cincts, allowing parents to vote. They helped
establish the Northwestern Child Guidance
Clinic in 1963. Throughout the years, they
have worked with ABC News on election-day
exit polling. These fine women have helped
pass library proposals and establish a diversity
committee which works to engage local stu-
dents in community discussions. Mr. Speaker,
these women have served their community
well.

Though they are a non-partisan group, the
Dearborn/Dearborn Heights Chapter of the
League of Women’s Voters is extremely polit-
ical, focusing their efforts on child health and
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